
Holy Wells
in Somerset

St Agnes Well - Directions

St Agnes well is situated in the quiet

Quantock hamlet of Cothelstone. Please

park at the bottom of Paradise Coombe as

indicated on the illustration then walk down

the hill for around 150 meters you will

come to a Public Footpath sign on your

right. Go

through the

gate over a

small wooden

footbridge

over a stream.

Ahead you

will see a signpost directing you to

St Agnes Well. Go through the gate

adjacent to the signpost and walk along the fence . St Agnes Well is

hidden under the trees, surrounded by a metal fence.

Chalice Well - Directions

Chalice Well is situated in the historic town of Glastonbury, at the

foot of the Tor on the A361 heading towards Shepton Mallet.

Public parking is generally available at the nearby rural Life

Museum. A shuttle bus is available between May and September.

You can also park at the Town Centre car parks which are about 15

minutes walk to Chalice Well.

St Decuman’s Well - Directions

St Decuman’s Well is situated just outside the charming coastal

village of Watchet. When you see the large blue anchor on the

outskirts of Watchet turn immediately into Brendon Road. At the

end of this road adjacent to the Church gates is a

farm track accessible by

foot only. Head down

this track and after

130 metres you will

see the entrance to St

Decuman’s Well.

'St Agnes' Well at
Cothelstone was resorted

to by lovers. This is not
surprising, for St Agnes' Eve

was traditionally one for love divination.'

R.L. Tongue (1965)
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The three wells can be visited in one day. They make an ideal
route for a walk, cycle ride, or drive, and a beautiful setting for a
picnic in which to enjoy the countryside, with views of the Vale

of Avalon and Glastonbury landmarks.

Some of their history, spirituality and folklore is documented far
better than others, some of which is included in this leaflet. Do
you want to know why holy wells are good for the eyes? Then

why not discover more for yourself on the websites listed below?!

Please be careful not to drop anything into the waters. Coins
especially, will poison them!

For further information go to

www.wellobsessed.com

www.chalicewell.org.uk

www.hereditarius.org.uk
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History: Previously known as the blood
spring because iron in the water causes it to
turn red. The site has been protected by a
charitable Trust since 1959. The healing pool
has existed since the mid 18th Century. The
site includes beautiful gardens and a gift
shop with books, crafts and jewellery.

Spirituality & Folklore: Christians
believed the waters represented the blood
of Jesus Christ, because the cup he drank from before his
crucifixion is thought to be buried at the site. This cup is known as
the holy grail.

The Trust aims to provide a place for spiritual discovery for anyone
who wishes to visit alone or in groups, whether or not they have
any religious or spiritual beliefs. You may even try the waters of the
healing pool.

St Agnes Well painting reproduced by kind permission of Jenny Graham

History: Described in 1913 as “the most beautiful of the holy
wells in Somerset,” this well is very difficult to date. Its Gothic
style doorway gives clues to its late medieval origin (15th to
18th Century). However, alterations were also made in the 19th-
20th century. More recently the well head was rebuilt in 1987
by Friends of Quantock.

Spirituality & Folklore: It was said to have been a wishing
well of considerable power, but many local people wouldn't use
it because it was also the place where mischievous pixies lived
The waters are thought to be good for sore eyes and sprains, as
well as for finding a husband, but only if you are not married!
Once an old maid servant “coming to the end of her
womanhood” did long for a husband and children. She did not
wish to worry St Agnes when there were so many younger
maids needing husbands. St Agnes had different ideas. When the
old maid visited the well, her future husband just happened to
be out walking that same night! Within a year they were
married with children!

The night before the feast of St Agnes (20th January) is when
maidens would creep over to the well after dark to whisper their
heart’s desires, hoping to see romantic visions of their future
husbands! If St Agnes “do fancy the maiden she’ll send a
husband that year!”

History: St Decuman was a Welsh monk who longed for more
peace and quiet than he could find in Wales! He crossed the
River Severn on a raft he made of reeds and then lived in his
hermit’s cell close to the church in Watchet. The site had been
sacred to the Pagan Celts long before St Decuman arrived. It is
for all who respect what is sacred, good and holy, who want to be
quiet, find peace or a place for prayer. Baptisms and services also
take place at the Well in respect of the life-enchanting sacredness
of the Well. 

Spirituality & Folklore: For many years Pagans and Christians
lived side by side. Both religions shared a belief in living in peace
with one’s neighbours. However, it was said by some that evil
Pagan robbers jealous of St Decuman’s purity, beheaded him
whilst he was praying in his cell.
Afterwards a large spring began to
flow from where he died. It continues
to flow to this day.  The site also
contains a Stone of Contemplation.
“May you find this place sacred...all
people of every faith or of none”
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